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SUBJECT: SOVIET DIPLOMAT ON ABRASIMOV INTERVIEW, BUNDESRAT PRESIDENCY, 
AND PRESIDENT CARTER S VISIT TO BERLIN 

REFS: (A) USBER 1557(NOTAL) (C) STATE 172467(NOTAL) 

(B) BONN 12799 

1 . AT THE JULY 12 BONN GROUP MEETING, THE FRG REP 

(VON RICHTHOFEN) REPORTED ON A RECENT DISCUSSION 

BETWEEN ZAGATELYAN (PHONETIC), RESPONSIBLE FOR WEST 

BERTN IN THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN EAST BERLIN, AND 

KLAUS DUISBERG, OFFICIAL OF THE FRG PEYREP 

TO THE GDR. ZAGATELYAN TOLD DUISBERG THAT ABRASIMOV'S 

REMARKS IN HIS INTERVIEW WITH FRG TV (REF A) DID NOT 
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SIGNIFY A TOUGHENING OF THE SOVIET POSITION. THE 
VIEWS ABRASIMOV HAD EXPRESSED WERE NOT NEW IN ANY 
POINT OF SUBSTANCE; THEY ONLY REFLECTED WELL-KNOWN 
SOVIET POSITIONS. 

2. DUISBERG COMMENTED THAT ABRASIMOV'S TONE, HOWEVER, 

HAD BN HARSH. ZAGATELYAN RESPONDED THAT THAT WAS 
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ABRASIMOV'S PERSONAL APPROACH. ZAGATELYAN STRESSED 
AGAIN THAT THE SOVIET LINE REMAINED UNCHANGED. 

3. ON MAYOR STOBBE'S ASSUMPTION OF THE BUNDESRAT 
PRESIDENCY, ZAGATELYAN SAID THAT NATURALLY THE USSR 
WOULD HAVE TO REACT. A GREAT DEAL, HOWEVER, WOULD 
DEPEND ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES AT THE TIME STOBBE TOOK 

UP HIS NEW OFFICE. 

4. ZAGATELYAN SAID THAT THE SOVIET DEMARCHE AGAINST 
THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH BY FRG OFFICIALS 
DURING HER RECENT VISIT TO BERLIN HAD BEEN RATHER LOW- 
KEY. IT WAS NOT PLANNED TO SAY ANYTHING MORE IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE CARTER VISIT THAN HAD BEEN SAID 
AEMUT THE FRG ACCOMPANIMENT OF THE QUEEN (REFS B AND 
C), BUT THE REACTION DEPENDED ON HOW THE PRESIDENT'S 
VISIT TO BERLIN WAS CARRIED OUT AND ON WHAT HE SAID. 
ZAGATELSN COMMENTED THAT IT WOULD SEEM TO BE IN THE 
FRG'S INTEREST IF PRESIDENT CARTER EXERCISED "RES- 
TRAINT". 

5. VON RICHTHOFEN COMMENTED TO THE BONN GROUP THAT 
THE USSR MAY HAVE USED THIS CHANNEL TO PLAY DOWN 
ABRASIMOV'S INTERVIEW. HE ADDED THAT THE SOVIETS 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN SURPRISED AT THE DEGREE OF CONCERN 
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WHICH HAD BEEN EXPRESSED IN THE WESTERN PRESS AS A 
RESULT OF ABRASIMOV'S REMARKS. STOESSEL 
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